Fetal parts embolization during termination of pregnancy: report of a case.
A 19-year-old woman underwent termination of pregnancy by dilatation and evacuation at 19 weeks of gestation. She subsequently developed persistent massive hemorrhage, with laboratory evidence of a consumption coagulopathy. Attempts to control bleeding were unsuccessful, and the patient underwent a hysterectomy. Pathologic evaluation of the uterus revealed embolization of fetal tissues and placental fragments in the uterine and parametrial veins. This is the first reported case of such a finding, and its importance in relation to the patient's clinical presentation is discussed.